Adam 
After 6 months we, that is the parish, are finally saying goodbye to you this morning. It’s been an incredibly long notice period, and there are still a few more weeks to go before you take your last service with us - but I think it is fitting that it was agreed that today would be the day to formally mark your departure so that the young families in this parish could say goodbye before the start of the school summer holidays.

Before I talk about YOU, Adam, I’d like to talk about your family. It’s said that behind every successful man is a woman. Well, in your case that isn’t true. You are blessed with two special ladies who stand alongside you, not behind you: that is your wife Heather and your daughter Lois. 

LOIS, it has been a privilege to see you grow up in our parish during the last 5 years – and we especially thank you for carrying out your duties as an acolyte alongside Adam over the last 2 years. You will be missed by us all.

HEATHER, you have done the seemingly impossible job of regularly commuting to Birmingham and still having the time and energy to support Adam in his ministry. You have brought your own calm presence into the life of our church. Perhaps not known to everyone, you have supported Adam’s ministry by giving freely of your own unique professional skills. Those of us who have received help from you at times of great need will join me in saying “thank you” to you from the bottom of our hearts.

And now back to ADAM – you have been with us for a very special five and a half years in the life of our church in Orton Longueville. 

You arrived in this parish full of energy and with the vision of a young man in his first parish and you have taken us with you in your mission for this parish. 

There are so many things that I could talk about, but in the end it was easiest for me to single out the three areas that are widely acknowledged as the legacy of your ministry in our parish:

FIRSTLY, there is the amazing work which you have done with the young people at St Botolph’s school. Adam, your enthusiasm and achievement is obvious in your own words which introduced your last annual Rector’s report – and I think your words bear repeating now:




“I want to share with you my joy and excitement with what has been happening at St Botolph’s School this year. I presided over the first service of Holy Communion on Ascension Day in 2010. Later in the year 20 children received their first communion, 8 of whom were baptised beforehand in church, surrounded by their school friends and relatives” 

Since then the number of children taking communion has continued to rise and Adam and Jenny Daniels (head teacher) have been asked to write the text for a diocesan booklet on best practice for confirmation and worship in Church of England controlled schools.

SECONDLY, Adam, you have brought us from the 13th century into the 21st century through the work of the Trinity Project – delivering the joys of running water, a loo and a meeting room in this building. That was only the beginning. We’re now able to use our beautiful 13th century church as a meeting place and to offer hospitality beyond the confines of the regular church services. We’ve shared each other’s company in our revitalised building at memorable meals and social gatherings, at concerts and fund raising events, and even at PCC meetings! 

And LAST but by no means least Adam, you have left us with a legacy of excellent teaching, heartfelt sermons, and memorable services. Yes, some of us have spluttered and wheezed when the incense has been spread a little too liberally; your wonderful singing voice occasionally has been in a totally different place from the voices of the rest of the congregation; but the quality of worship has always been excellent under your leadership and spiritual guidance. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The last five and a half years have been a wonderful journey Adam. You leave behind a strong church family who will always hold you, Heather and Lois in our hearts.  Thankyou for everything that you have done for us these last five years, and we wish you every success and joy in your new ministry in Cheltenham.


 


