The church of the Holy Trinity in Orton Longueville has a long tradition of welcoming those who wish to re-marry after divorce. 
We understand that marriages come to an end for many reasons, and even though the breakdown of any marriage is a cause for regret, self-examination and soul-searching, this church community honours and encourages the desire to start again and to create, in intimate partnership, something new.
However, the church is still bound to ask all those who make a request for a second marriage whether it is an appropriate course of action. The only factor that should have a bearing is whether the relationship, as friend or lover with your intended spouse, was the cause of the first marriage coming to an end.

Since the marriage service takes place in a sacred building and vows are made in the presence of Almighty God, it is impossible for the church to retain its own integrity if it conducts such a marriage and thereby affirms uncritically an adulterous relationship.
We treat you as people of maturity and discernment and you must come to a point of decision for yourselves. If you can say honestly that your current relationship was not the cause of the first marriage breaking down then we can proceed with a marriage service.
If however, after reflection, you conclude that your relationship was a factor in the breakdown of the first marriage, then what we suggest is that you have instead a service of Prayer and Dedication after a Civil Marriage. We conduct a number of these services each year and they share many similarities with a traditional wedding service. Indeed, since they are not legal events, there is more flexibility to shape them according to the wishes of the couple.  If you recall, this sort of service was chosen by the Prince of Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall after they were first married in a Registry Office.
Please reflect on the question contained in this letter and inform the parish administrator of your decision in due course.
One of the Ministry team would be delighted if you wished to come and talk through the issues with us.

With every blessing

